Twilight Los Angeles 1992: Anna Deavere
Smith's Masterpiece of Verbatim Theatre

In the aftermath of the 1992 Los Angeles riots, playwright and performer
Anna Deavere Smith embarked on a journey to document the stories of
those who had been affected by the violence. The result was Twilight Los
Angeles 1992, a groundbreaking work of verbatim theater that has been
hailed as a masterpiece of American drama.

Verbatim theater is a form of theater in which the dialogue is taken directly
from interviews with real people. Smith conducted over 200 interviews with
individuals from all walks of life who had been affected by the riots,
including victims, perpetrators, and eyewitnesses. She then used these
interviews to create a series of monologues that give voice to the diverse
experiences of those who lived through that tumultuous time.
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Twilight Los Angeles 1992 is a powerful and moving indictment of racism
and police brutality. The play shines a light on the systemic injustices that
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led to the riots, and it challenges us to confront the ongoing struggle for
racial justice in the United States.

The Characters

The characters in Twilight Los Angeles 1992 are a diverse group of
individuals who represent the many different perspectives on the riots.
There is Latasha Harlins, a 15-year-old girl who was shot and killed by a
Korean shopkeeper; Reginald Denny, a white truck driver who was brutally
beaten by a mob of black men; and Daryl Gates, the police chief of Los
Angeles who was widely criticized for his handling of the riots.

Smith portrays each of these characters with remarkable empathy and
understanding. She captures their unique voices and perspectives, and she
allows them to tell their own stories in their own words. The result is a
powerful and moving portrait of a community torn apart by violence.

The Themes

Twilight Los Angeles 1992 explores a wide range of themes, including
racism, police brutality, poverty, and the media's role in shaping public
opinion. The play challenges us to confront the systemic injustices that led
to the riots, and it calls for a more just and equitable society.

Racism is a central theme in the play. Smith shows how racism is
embedded in the fabric of American society, and she explores the ways in
which it shapes the lives of both black and white people. The play also
examines the role of the police in perpetuating racism, and it calls for an
end to police brutality.



Poverty is another important theme in the play. Smith shows how poverty
and inequality contribute to the cycle of violence that plagues many urban
communities. The play challenges us to address the root causes of poverty,
and it calls for a more just and equitable distribution of resources.

The media's role in shaping public opinion is another important theme in
the play. Smith shows how the media can be used to both promote and
suppress violence. The play challenges us to be critical of the media's
coverage of race and poverty, and it calls for a more responsible and
accurate portrayal of these issues.

The Impact

Twilight Los Angeles 1992 has had a profound impact on American theater
and culture. The play has been praised for its groundbreaking use of
verbatim theater, and it has been credited with raising awareness of the
systemic injustices that led to the Los Angeles riots. The play has also been
used as a teaching tool in schools and universities, and it has inspired
other artists to create works of art that explore the themes of race, poverty,
and inequality.

Twilight Los Angeles 1992 is a powerful and moving work of art that
continues to resonate with audiences today. The play is a reminder of the
tragic events of 1992, but it is also a call to action for a more just and
equitable society.
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