The Queen, The Dresser, and The Wardrobe:
An In-Depth Look at the Iconic Film

Released in 2001, "The Queen, The Dresser, and The Wardrobe" is a
British drama film that tells the story of Queen Elizabeth |, her dresser, and
the wardrobe that holds her secrets. The film was directed by Stephen
Frears and stars Helen Mirren as Queen Elizabeth |, Jane Lapotaire as her
dresser, and Geoffrey Rush as the wardrobe keeper.
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The film is based on the play of the same name by Ronald Harwood, which
in turn was based on the novel by Alison Lurie. The film was a critical and
commercial success, winning an Academy Award for Best Actress for
Mirren and being nominated for eight other awards, including Best Picture.
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The film opens in 1586, with Queen Elizabeth | preparing for a visit from the
French ambassador. She is assisted by her dresser, Lady Jane Parker, and
the wardrobe keeper, Hugh Crackenthorpe. As Elizabeth dresses, she
confides in Jane about her fears and insecurities. She is worried about the
threat from Spain, and she is also lonely and isolated.

Jane tries to comfort Elizabeth, but she is also struggling with her own
problems. She is in love with Crackenthorpe, but he is married to another
woman. She is also jealous of the queen's close relationship with Mary,
Queen of Scots.

As Elizabeth prepares for the ambassador's visit, she becomes
increasingly agitated. She fears that she will not be able to impress the
ambassador, and she worries that he will see her as weak and vulnerable.
Jane tries to calm her down, but Elizabeth is inconsolable.

The ambassador arrives, and Elizabeth greets him with all the pomp and
ceremony of the Elizabethan court. However, her nerves get the better of
her, and she makes a number of embarrassing mistakes. The ambassador
is unimpressed, and he leaves England without signing the treaty that
Elizabeth had hoped for.

Elizabeth is devastated by the failure of her meeting with the ambassador.
She retreats to her bedchamber, where she is comforted by Jane. Jane
tells Elizabeth that she is not alone, and that she will always be there for
her. Elizabeth is touched by Jane's words, and she begins to confide in her
more and more.

As the film progresses, Elizabeth and Jane's relationship grows closer.
They become confidantes, and they share their deepest secrets with each



other. Elizabeth also begins to rely on Jane more and more, and she trusts
her with her life.

However, their relationship is not without its challenges. Elizabeth is a
powerful queen, and she can be difficult to deal with. Jane is also a strong-
willed woman, and she is not afraid to stand up to Elizabeth. As a result,
their relationship is often strained.

Despite the challenges, Elizabeth and Jane's friendship endures. They are
there for each other through thick and thin, and they help each other
through some of the most difficult times of their lives.

Characters

Queen Elizabeth | (Helen Mirren) is a complex and enigmatic character.
She is a powerful queen, but she is also a lonely and isolated woman. She
is insecure about her appearance and her abilities, and she is constantly
worried about the threat from Spain.

Lady Jane Parker (Jane Lapotaire) is Elizabeth's dresser and confidante.
She is a strong-willed and independent woman, and she is not afraid to
stand up to Elizabeth. She is also a loyal friend, and she is there for
Elizabeth through thick and thin.

Hugh Crackenthorpe (Geoffrey Rush) is the wardrobe keeper. He is a
married man, but he is in love with Jane. He is a kind and gentle man, but
he is also a bit of a coward. He is afraid of Elizabeth, and he often avoids
her.

Themes



The Queen, The Dresser, and The Wardrobe explores a number of themes,

including:

Friendship: The film explores the power of friendship and the
importance of having someone to confide in. Elizabeth and Jane's
friendship is a source of strength and support for both women.

Loneliness: The film also explores the loneliness of power. Elizabeth
is a powerful queen, but she is also a lonely woman. She is
surrounded by people who are trying to use her, and she has no one to
turn to for support.

Appearance: The film also explores the importance of appearance in
Elizabethan society. Elizabeth is constantly worried about her
appearance, and she goes to great lengths to maintain her youth and
beauty. However, she eventually realizes that her true strength comes
from within.

Legacy

The Queen, The Dresser, and The Wardrobe is a classic film that has been

praised for its performances, its direction, and its writing. The film has been

nominated for numerous awards, including eight Academy Awards, and it

has won an Academy Award for Best Actress for Helen Mirren.

The film has also been praised for its historical accuracy. The costumes

and sets are meticulously researched, and the film provides a fascinating

glimpse into the world of Elizabethan England.

The Queen, The Dresser, and The Wardrobe is a film that will stay with you

long after you have seen it. It is a powerful and moving story about



friendship, loneliness, and the importance of being true to yourself.
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