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In the past, the handmade was often seen as something quaint and old-
fashioned. But in recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in
DIY culture, as more and more people are choosing to make their own
clothes, furniture, and other items. This trend is being driven by a number
of factors, including the rise of the internet, the increasing availability of
affordable tools and materials, and the growing desire for people to connect
with their creativity and express their individuality.

The new politics of the handmade is not just about making things yourself.
It is also about challenging the traditional assumptions about who can
make things and what counts as valuable craft. For centuries, craft has
been seen as a feminine pursuit, and women have been largely excluded
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from the mainstream art world. But DIY culture is helping to break down
these barriers, as more and more women are sharing their skills and
knowledge online and starting their own businesses.

DIY culture is also challenging the capitalist system. In a world where
everything is mass-produced and disposable, DIY offers a way to resist the
dominant culture of consumption. By making things themselves, people are
taking back control over their lives and their environment. They are also
creating a more sustainable world, as DIY projects often involve using
recycled materials and upcycling old items.

The new politics of the handmade is having a profound impact on the way
we think about craft. In the past, craft was often seen as something that
was separate from art and design. But today, the lines between these
disciplines are becoming increasingly blurred. DIY culture is helping to
democratize craft, making it more accessible to everyone. It is also
inspiring a new generation of artists and designers to create work that is
both beautiful and meaningful.

Here are some of the ways that DIY culture is empowering women,
challenging capitalism, and changing the way we think about craft:

= **DIY culture is empowering women.** For centuries, women have
been excluded from the mainstream art world. But DIY culture is
helping to break down these barriers, as more and more women are
sharing their skills and knowledge online and starting their own
businesses. DIY projects can be a great way for women to earn extra
money, connect with other women, and express their creativity.



= **DIY culture is challenging capitalism.* In a world where everything is
mass-produced and disposable, DIY offers a way to resist the
dominant culture of consumption. By making things themselves,
people are taking back control over their lives and their environment.
They are also creating a more sustainable world, as DIY projects often
involve using recycled materials and upcycling old items.

= **DIY culture is changing the way we think about craft.** In the past,
craft was often seen as something that was separate from art and
design. But today, the lines between these disciplines are becoming
increasingly blurred. DIY culture is helping to democratize craft,
making it more accessible to everyone. It is also inspiring a new
generation of artists and designers to create work that is both beautiful
and meaningful.

The new politics of the handmade is a movement that is changing the way
we think about craft, community, and empowerment. It is a movement that
is empowering women, challenging capitalism, and creating a more
sustainable world. As DIY culture continues to grow, we can expect to see
even more positive changes in the way we live and work.

Examples of the New Politics of the Handmade

There are many examples of the new politics of the handmade in action.
Here are a few:

**The rise of online craft communities.” In the past, people who
wanted to learn how to make things had to rely on books, magazines,
or workshops. But today, there are countless online craft communities
where people can share their skills and knowledge. These
communities are helping to break down the barriers between



professional and amateur crafters, and they are making it easier for
people to learn new skills and connect with others who share their
interests.

= **The growing popularity of DIY businesses.* More and more people
are starting their own DIY businesses, selling their handmade goods
online and at craft fairs. These businesses are often run by women,
and they are a great way for people to earn extra money, connect with
other women, and express their creativity. DIY businesses are also
helping to create a more sustainable world, as they often involve using
recycled materials and upcycling old items.

= **The increasing use of DIY in education.* DIY projects are becoming
increasingly popular in schools and other educational settings. These
projects can help students develop their creativity, problem-solving
skills, and self-reliance. They can also help students learn about
different cultures and traditions. DIY projects are a great way to
engage students in learning, and they can help them develop the skills
they need to succeed in the 21st century.

The new politics of the handmade is a movement that is changing the way
we think about craft, community, and empowerment. It is a movement that
is empowering women, challenging capitalism, and creating a more
sustainable world. As DIY culture continues to grow, we can expect to see
even more positive changes in the way we live and work.
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