
Softly Fiji: Andrew McMahon's Harmonic
Haven

Nestled amidst the azure waters and pristine beaches of Fiji, Andrew
McMahon's "Softly Fiji" emerges as a sonic paradise. This album, released
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in 2023, is a testament to McMahon's artistry and his deep connection with
the islands that inspired it.
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The Genesis of a Musical Dream

McMahon's journey to Fiji began with a chance encounter with the owner of
a boutique hotel on the island of Yasawa. Captivated by the island's serene
beauty and the welcoming embrace of the locals, McMahon found himself
drawn back time and again.

It was during one of these visits that the idea for "Softly Fiji" was born.
Inspired by the island's tranquility and the rhythms of Fijian life, McMahon
embarked on a musical pilgrimage, collaborating with local musicians and
immersing himself in the island's culture.

A Symphony of Sounds

"Softly Fiji" is a sonic tapestry woven with the gentle strumming of ukuleles,
the resonant harmonies of the Fijian choir, and McMahon's introspective
vocals. Each track transports listeners to a different corner of the island,
capturing its essence through the language of music.
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1. "Na Siga" (The Sun)

The album opens with "Na Siga," a song that celebrates the vibrant colors
and warmth of the Fijian sun. The ukulele's playful melody sets the tone for
a journey filled with joy and discovery.

2. "Softly Fiji"

The title track is a lullaby of love and longing. McMahon's vocals soar over
the gentle strumming of the ukulele, creating a sense of intimacy and
nostalgia.

3. "The Island"

"The Island" captures the allure of the Fijian landscape. The song's
rhythmic groove and the choir's soaring harmonies evoke the swaying
palms and the rhythmic lapping of the waves.

4. "Home"

With its poignant lyrics and heartfelt delivery, "Home" expresses the
profound connection between McMahon and Fiji. The song is a testament
to the transformative power of travel and the enduring bonds that can be
formed.

The Cultural Tapestry of Fiji

"Softly Fiji" is not merely a musical escapade; it is also a celebration of the
Fijian culture. McMahon weaves elements of traditional Fijian music into his
compositions, honoring the rich heritage of the islands.

The album features guest appearances from local musicians, including the
renowned Fijian choir, VOU. Their voices add an authentic layer to the



music, connecting listeners with the spirit of Fiji.

A Musical Journey of Transformation

For McMahon, the making of "Softly Fiji" was more than just a musical
project; it was a transformative experience. The album allowed him to
connect with his own sense of purpose and to share his love of Fiji with the
world.

In the lyrics of "Home," McMahon reflects on the impact that Fiji has had on
his life:

"I found my paradise, my home, in Fiji

Where the sun shines bright and the waves crash free

I found my peace, my joy, in Fiji

Where the people smile and the music flows freely"

Softly Fiji by Andrew McMahon is a musical masterpiece that transports
listeners to an idyllic paradise. Through its enchanting melodies and
evocative lyrics, the album celebrates the beauty of Fiji, the warmth of its
people, and the transformative power of travel. It is a must-listen for anyone
seeking solace, inspiration, and a taste of the South Pacific's musical
heritage.
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