Painting Garden Birds With Sherry Nelson
Decorative Painting

Welcome to the enchanting world of painting garden birds with the
acclaimed decorative artist, Sherry Nelson. For over three decades, Sherry
has captivated audiences with her exquisite bird paintings, capturing the
delicate beauty and vibrant personalities of these feathered wonders. In
this comprehensive guide, we will delve into Sherry's techniques and
secrets, providing you with a step-by-step roadmap to painting stunning
garden birds that will bring the outdoors into your home.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Bird Painting

Embark on a journey into the art of bird painting, exploring the unique
challenges and rewards of capturing the essence of these avian creatures.
Discover the importance of observation, understanding bird anatomy, and
choosing the right materials for your painting.

1.1 The Magic of Observation
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As the saying goes, "The best artists steal from nature." Begin your bird
painting journey by observing the birds in your garden or local park. Pay
attention to their colors, shapes, and movements, sketching them in a
notebook to capture their poses and expressions.

1.2 Understanding Bird Anatomy

A fundamental understanding of bird anatomy will empower you to paint
birds that are both realistic and dynamic. Study bird skeletons, muscles,
and feathers, paying attention to the proportions and details that make
each species unique.

1.3 Choosing the Right Materials

The choice of painting materials can significantly impact the outcome of
your bird paintings. Sherry recommends using high-quality acrylic paints,
brushes, and canvases to achieve the vibrant colors and intricate details
that characterize her work.

Chapter 2: Preparing Your Canvas

Before you start painting, it's crucial to prepare your canvas properly. This
step ensures that your paint will adhere well and that your painting will have
a smooth, professional finish.

2.1 Choosing the Right Canvas

Select a canvas that is the appropriate size and shape for your bird
painting. Sherry prefers using stretched canvases with a medium-fine
texture, as they provide a good balance between detail and paint
absorption.

2.2 Priming the Canvas



Priming the canvas creates a barrier between the paint and the canvas,
preventing the paint from absorbing into the canvas and compromising its
durability. Use a high-quality gesso primer and apply two thin coats,
allowing each coat to dry completely before applying the next.

Chapter 3: Painting the Bird's Body

With your canvas prepared, it's time to bring your bird to life. Start by
painting the bird's body, focusing on capturing its shape, proportions, and
overall form.

3.1 Blocking In the Shape

Begin by painting a basic outline of the bird's body, using a medium-sized
brush. Pay attention to the bird's posture and the flow of its feathers.

3.2 Building Up Layers of Color

Gradually build up layers of color, starting with the lightest shades and
working your way to the darkest. Use a variety of brushstrokes to create
texture and depth, blending colors seamlessly to achieve a realistic effect.

3.3 Adding Details

Once the bird's body is painted, add details such as the eyes, beak, and
feet. Use fine brushes and a steady hand to capture the intricate details
that bring your bird to life.

Chapter 4: Painting the Bird's Feathers

Feathers are a defining characteristic of birds, and painting them
realistically is essential for capturing their beauty and personality. Sherry's



techniques for painting feathers will help you create feathers that are both
detailed and expressive.

4.1 Understanding Feather Structure

Study the structure of bird feathers, paying attention to their shape, texture,
and how they overlap. This understanding will guide you in painting
feathers that are both realistic and visually appealing.

4.2 Painting Individual Feathers

Start by painting the individual feathers in the bird's wings and tail, using
fine brushes to capture the delicate details. Use a variety of brushstrokes to
create texture and depth, and pay attention to the direction of the feathers'
growth.

4.3 Blending Feathers

Once the individual feathers are painted, blend them together to create a
seamless and realistic look. Use a small brush to soften the edges of the
feathers and create a gradual transition between colors.

Chapter 5: Creating Background Scenery

The background scenery of your bird painting can complement the bird and
enhance its overall composition. Sherry's techniques for creating realistic
background scenery will help you bring your bird paintings to life.

5.1 Choosing the Right Background

Consider the bird's habitat and choose a background that complements its
colors and personality. A lush garden, a serene lake, or a dramatic sky can
all be effective backgrounds for bird paintings.



5.2 Painting the Background

Start by painting the background in a light color, such as blue or green.
Gradually build up layers of color, using a variety of brushstrokes to create
texture and depth. Pay attention to the direction of the light and how it
affects the colors of the background.

5.3 Adding Details

Add details to the background, such as trees, flowers, or clouds. Use a fine
brush to capture the intricate details and create a sense of realism. Blend
the details seamlessly into the background to create a cohesive
composition.

Chapter 6: Finishing Touches

The final touches of your bird painting can make all the difference between
a good painting and a great painting. Sherry's tips for finishing touches will
help you add depth, dimension, and a touch of personal style to your bird
paintings.

6.1 Adding Highlights and Shadows

Use white or light-colored paint to add highlights to the bird's feathers and
background scenery. Use dark or black paint to add shadows to create
depth and dimension. Blend the highlights and shadows smoothly to create
a realistic effect.

6.2 Creating Texture

Add texture to your bird painting by using different brushstrokes and
techniques. Use a stippling brush to create a textured background, or use a



dry brush to create a weathered effect on a tree trunk. Experiment with
different techniques to find what works best for your painting style.

6.3 Signing and Framing

Once your bird painting is complete, sign it and frame it to protect it and
enhance its presentation. Choose a frame that complements the colors and
style of your painting, and hang it in a place where it can be admired and
enjoyed.

Painting garden birds with Sherry Nelson is a rewarding and enjoyable
experience that allows you to capture the beauty and wonder of nature on
canvas. By following the techniques and tips outlined in this guide, you will
be well-equipped to create stunning bird paintings that will bring joy to your
life and inspire others.

Remember, practice is key to improving your bird painting skills. The more
you paint, the more comfortable you will become with the techniques and
materials, and the more expressive your paintings will be. So grab your
brushes, choose a beautiful bird to paint, and let your creativity soar.
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