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Milton Glaser (June 26, 1929 - June 26, 2020) was an American graphic
designer, illustrator, and typographer whose distinctive and influential work
has left a profound impact on the field of design. Throughout his illustrious
career, Glaser produced an extensive body of work that encompassed a
wide range of disciplines, including poster design, corporate branding,
typography, and illustration. Known for his bold and innovative approach,
Glaser's designs are renowned for their conceptual brilliance, visual impact,
and enduring cultural significance.

Early Life and Education

Milton Glaser was born in the Bronx, New York City, and attended the High
School of Music & Art in Manhattan. He went on to study at the Cooper
Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, where he received his
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 1951. During his time at Cooper Union,
Glaser was deeply influenced by the teachings of his mentor, the legendary
Hungarian-born designer Tibor Kalman. Kalman's emphasis on conceptual
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thinking, experimentation, and the fusion of art and design would
profoundly shape Glaser's own design philosophy.

Push Pin Studios and the Rise of New York School

Upon graduating from Cooper Union, Glaser co-founded the renowned
Push Pin Studios in 1954 with fellow designers Seymour Chwast, Edward
Sorel, and Reynold Ruffins. In the years that followed, Push Pin Studios
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would become a breeding ground for some of the most influential graphic
designers of the 20th century, including Glaser himself. The studio's
groundbreaking work challenged the prevailing design norms of the time,
introducing a new aesthetic that celebrated eclecticism, humor, and a
playful, irreverent spirit.

Along with other influential designers like Irving Penn, Saul Bass, and
George Lois, Milton Glaser played a pivotal role in the emergence of the
so-called "New York School" of graphic design. This group of talented
designers pushed the boundaries of the profession, rejecting the rigid
conventions of Swiss Design in favor of a more expressive and
experimental approach.

Iconic Designs and Cultural Impact

Milton Glaser's work has left an indelible mark on American culture. One of
his most recognizable creations is the iconic "I ♥ NY" logo, which he
designed in 1977 at the request of the New York State Department of
Commerce. This simple yet powerful design has become a symbol of the
city and has been widely reproduced on countless souvenirs, clothing
items, and other merchandise.

Another notable design by Glaser is the psychedelic poster for the Bob
Dylan album "Blonde on Blonde" (1966). This iconic poster features a
swirling, colorful portrait of Dylan and has become one of the most
recognizable album covers in music history. Glaser's other notable works
include the corporate branding for Brooklyn Lager, the logo for the
magazine "New York," and the design for the United States postage stamp
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Statue of Liberty.



"I ♥ NY" logo designed by Milton Glaser

Typography and Illustration

Beyond his graphic design work, Milton Glaser was also an accomplished
typographer and illustrator. He designed several typefaces, including the
ITC Lubalin Graph typeface and the Glaser Stencil typeface. Glaser's
illustrations have been widely featured in publications such as "The New
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York Times," "The Washington Post," and "Rolling Stone." His distinctive
illustrative style combines elements of surrealism, pop art, and humor, often
conveying complex ideas and emotions with a simple and elegant touch.

Legacy and Influence

Milton Glaser's impact on the world of design is immense. His innovative
and influential work has shaped the visual landscape of our time and
continues to inspire generations of designers. Glaser's designs are
celebrated for their conceptual depth, visual impact, and enduring
relevance. He has received numerous awards and accolades for his work,
including the National Medal of Arts and the AIGA Gold Medal.

Glaser's legacy extends beyond his own creations. He played a vital role in
mentoring and inspiring countless aspiring designers, including his students
at the School of Visual Arts in New York City. Glaser's commitment to
education and the sharing of knowledge has ensured that his influence will
continue to be felt for many years to come.

Milton Glaser was a true visionary in the field of graphic design. His bold
and innovative approach, combined with his exceptional talent and
dedication, has left an unforgettable mark on the world of visual
communication. Through his iconic designs, groundbreaking typography,
and inspiring illustrations, Glaser has shaped our cultural landscape and
continues to inspire and challenge contemporary designers. His legacy will
undoubtedly continue to influence and inspire generations of creatives for
years to come.

Additional Resources

Milton Glaser Official Website
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Milton Glaser AIGA Gold Medal

Cooper Union News: Milton Glaser, Legendary Graphic Designer,
Illustrator, and Former Trustee, Passes at 91
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