
Introduction to Balinese Archaeology: A Guide
to the Monuments
Bali is a land of stunning natural beauty, rich culture, and fascinating
history. It is also home to a wealth of archaeological treasures, from ancient
temples to royal palaces. This guide will provide a brief to Balinese
archaeology and help you explore some of the most important monuments.

The history of Balinese archaeology can be traced back to the 19th century,
when European scholars began to study the island's ancient monuments.
However, it was not until the 20th century that systematic archaeological
research began in Bali.

One of the most important figures in Balinese archaeology was the Dutch
scholar W.F. Stutterheim. Stutterheim conducted extensive research on the
island's temples and other monuments, and his work laid the foundation for
much of the archaeological research that has been carried out in Bali since
then.
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In recent years, Balinese archaeology has continued to flourish. Indonesian
and international scholars have conducted a wide range of research
projects on the island, and new discoveries are being made all the time.

Bali is home to a number of important archaeological sites, including:

Pura Besakih: This is the largest and most important temple in Bali. It
is located on the slopes of Mount Agung, the island's highest peak.
Pura Besakih is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Pura Ulun Danu Bratan: This temple is located on the shores of Lake
Bratan. It is dedicated to the goddess of water, Dewi Danu. Pura Ulun
Danu Bratan is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Bali.

Pura Tanah Lot: This temple is located on a small island off the coast
of Bali. It is one of the most iconic temples in Bali and is a popular spot
for photography.

Goa Gajah: This is a cave temple located near the town of Ubud. It is
decorated with a number of Hindu and Buddhist sculptures. Goa Gajah
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Gunung Kawi: This is a temple complex located near the town of
Tampaksiring. It is carved into a cliff face and consists of a number of
shrines and bathing pools. Gunung Kawi is a UNESCO World Heritage
Site.

If you are interested in exploring Balinese archaeology, there are a number
of ways to do so. You can visit the archaeological sites themselves, or you
can learn more about them at one of the island's museums.



The Bali Museum in Denpasar is a good place to start your exploration of
Balinese archaeology. The museum has a collection of artifacts from all
over the island, including sculptures, ceramics, and jewelry.

You can also learn more about Balinese archaeology by reading books and
articles about the subject. There are a number of excellent resources
available, including:

Bali: The Archaeological Heritage of the Island by W.F. Stutterheim

The Archaeology of Bali by Jean Boisselier

Bali: A Cultural History by Adrian Vickers

Bali is a fascinating island with a rich archaeological heritage. By exploring
the island's archaeological sites and learning more about its history, you
can gain a deeper understanding of this unique and beautiful place.
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Hannah Arendt: A Life in Dark Times
Hannah Arendt was a German-American political theorist, philosopher,
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