
How to Apply Graphic Design Principles Every
Professional Designer Knows: An Essential
Guide
Graphic design is a powerful tool that can be used to communicate, inform,
and persuade. By understanding and applying the fundamental principles
of design, you can create visually appealing and effective designs that will
captivate your audience and achieve your desired results.
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The 10 Principles of Graphic Design

There are 10 key principles that every professional graphic designer knows
and uses:

1. Balance: The distribution of visual weight in a design. Balanced
designs are pleasing to the eye and create a sense of stability.
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2. Harmony: The combination of elements in a design that create a
sense of unity and cohesion. Harmonious designs are visually
appealing and easy to understand.

3. Contrast: The difference between two or more elements in a design.
Contrast can be used to create emphasis, draw attention to important
elements, and create visual interest.

4. Emphasis: The use of design elements to draw attention to a
particular focal point. Emphasis can be achieved through the use of
contrast, color, size, and placement.

5. Repetition: The use of similar or identical elements in a design to
create a sense of unity and coherence. Repetition can be used to
create patterns, textures, and visual rhythm.

6. Movement: The use of design elements to create a sense of motion or
flow. Movement can be created through the use of lines, shapes, and
colors.

7. Unity: The combination of elements in a design to create a sense of
wholeness and completeness. Unified designs are visually pleasing
and easy to understand.

8. White space: The empty space in a design. White space can be used
to create contrast, emphasize important elements, and improve
readability.

9. Negative space: The space around and between objects in a design.
Negative space can be used to create visual interest, depth, and
balance.



10. Hierarchy: The arrangement of elements in a design to create a visual
hierarchy. Hierarchy can be used to guide the viewer's eye and draw
attention to important information.

11. Readability: The ease with which text can be read and understood.
Readable designs use clear and concise fonts, appropriate font sizes,
and sufficient contrast between text and background.

How to Apply the Principles of Graphic Design

Now that you know the 10 principles of graphic design, let's talk about how
to apply them to your own designs.

The first step is to understand your audience. Who are you designing for?
What do they need to know? What do you want them to do? Once you
understand your audience, you can start to make decisions about the
design of your piece.

Next, consider the purpose of your design. What do you want your
audience to do? Are you trying to inform them about something? Persuade
them to take action? Or simply entertain them?

Once you know your audience and the purpose of your design, you can
start to apply the principles of graphic design.

Here are some tips for applying the principles of graphic design:

Use contrast to create emphasis.

Use repetition to create unity.

Use movement to create visual interest.



Use white space to improve readability.

Use negative space to create depth.

Use hierarchy to guide the viewer's eye.

By following these tips, you can create visually appealing and effective
designs that will captivate your audience and achieve your desired results.

Graphic design is a powerful tool that can be used to communicate, inform,
and persuade. By understanding and applying the principles of graphic
design, you can create visually appealing and effective designs that will
captivate your audience and achieve your desired results.

So what are you waiting for? Start applying the principles of graphic design
to your own work today!
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