
Hannah Arendt: A Life in Dark Times
Hannah Arendt was a German-American political theorist, philosopher, and
historian. She is best known for her work on totalitarianism, the nature of
evil, and the human condition. Arendt was born in Hanover, Germany, in
1906. She studied philosophy at the University of Marburg and the
University of Heidelberg. In 1933, she was forced to flee Germany after the
Nazis came to power. She went to Paris, where she worked as a journalist
and political activist. In 1941, she fled to the United States, where she
became a citizen in 1951.

Arendt's work has been widely influential in political science, philosophy,
and history. Her most famous work, The Origins of Totalitarianism, was
published in 1951. In this book, Arendt argues that totalitarianism is a new
form of government that is characterized by its use of terror and
propaganda to control the population. She also argues that totalitarianism
is a product of modern technology and the rise of the mass society.
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Arendt's other major works include The Human Condition, published in
1958, and Eichmann in Jerusalem, published in 1963. In The Human
Condition, Arendt explores the nature of human action and freedom. She
argues that human beings are capable of both good and evil, and that the
choice between the two is always up to us. In Eichmann in Jerusalem,
Arendt reports on the trial of Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann. She argues
that Eichmann was not a monster, but rather a ordinary man who was
simply following orders. This work has been controversial, but it has also
been praised for its insights into the nature of evil.

Hannah Arendt was a brilliant thinker who made significant contributions to
our understanding of the human condition. Her work is still relevant today,
and it continues to be read and studied by people around the world.

Timeline of Hannah Arendt's Life

1906: Born in Hanover, Germany

1924-1929: Studies philosophy at the University of Marburg and the
University of Heidelberg

1933: Flees Germany after the Nazis come to power

1933-1941: Lives in Paris, working as a journalist and political activist

1941: Flees to the United States

1951: Becomes a US citizen

1951: Publishes The Origins of Totalitarianism

1958: Publishes The Human Condition

1963: Publishes Eichmann in Jerusalem



1975: Dies in New York City

Further Reading

Hannah Arendt at the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy

The Banality of Evil by Hannah Arendt in The New Yorker

Hannah Arendt: A Life in Mind by Elisabeth Young-Bruehl
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